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foster, through gene transfer, the use of unique genes from unim-
proved stocks.

In grazing ruminants, it is possible that a number of existing
breeds may have much to contribute to current commercial stocks,
either in crosses or as purebred lines. The evaluation of these breeds,
then, becomes a priority. The potential of preserved breeds to con-
tribute to future production systems is also greater for the grazing
ruminants because the global range in production environments en-
compasses such a wide range of conditions and because highly spe-
cialized, industrialized stocks do not yet exist for these species.